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Prehistoric Gigantic Eruptive Disasters in Southern Kyushu

The natural environment of southern Kyushu has been repeatedly destroyed and regenerated by the
former caldera eruptions, and has also been affected by local environmental disturbances caused by
eruptive activity during those catastrophic eruptions. Even in such a harsh environment, remains that
are evidence of the life of prehistoric people have been found in various places. Was it possible for
humans to survive the catastrophic eruptions that caused such devastating disasters? In the absence of
written records, we have no choice but to use an archaeological approach to estimate the conditions of
the period. Based on archaeological research, this section discusses two prehistoric catastrophic erup-
tions in southern Kyushu.
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